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INTRODUCTHIO N. 


RUTH needs no decoration. The beautiful 
| ſimplicity of the following diſcourſe on the 
Lord's Supper ſtruck me in ſo forcible a manner, 
that while I was pleaſed with the intention of the 
author, I could not help wiſhing it more univerſally 


known than it ſeems to be at preſent. It is the pro- 


duction of Biſhop Hoadley, whoſe uncommon 
knowledge of the Scriptures is almoit*univerfally 
confeſſed; and to the intelligent reader, the editor 
thinks it unneceſſary to mention a greater recom- 
mendation, unleſs — that of its being perfectly con- 
formable to the Sacred writings. For his own part 
he is of opinion, that more 1s comprized in theſe 
few pages than in many volumes already written 
on the ſame ſubject. 

Thoſe who have taſted that the Lord 1s gracious, 
and who are freed from the bondage of human au- 
thority, will, I apprehend, eaſily gueſs the reaſon 
of my ſending this treatiſe into the world in a de- 
tached manner; as there 1s perhaps no Chriſtian 
privilege ſo much clegged and obicured with the 
commandments of men as the Lord's Supper- The 


intention of the editor is, if poſſible, not only to 


enforce the duty of frequently communicating ; 
but to cogyince Chriſtians in general, that an ordi- 
nance of Tet Chriſt is, in its native ſimplicity, a 


thouſand times better calculated to promote the - 


glorious purpoſes for which he has inſtituted it, than 


when it is ſeemingly decorated with all the gaudy ' 


trappings of ſuperitition or miſtaken zeal; and that 
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the Scriptures alone, while they are, like their Au- 
thor, all- perfect, are at the fame time fully ſufſici- 
ent to inſtruct us in every branch of our duty, with- 
out any one adding to or taking away from them. 
In thoſe places where I imagined the meaning 
was rather obſcure, I did not heſitate to make 
ſome few alterations; this I did with a view of 
making the treatiſe more generally uſeful; the 
author having intended it more particularly for 
thoſe of his own way of thinking. I have, like- 
wiſe, taken the liberty to make ſeveral conſide- 
Table additions, as fome material paſſages in my 
Opinion were omitted; and which being now in- 
ſerted, tend to render the whole more complete. 
My ſole ſtudy, in ſhort, has been to make it agree- 
able to Scripture; and Lam in hopes that there is. 
no ſectary whatever, but upon a candid examina- 
tion will allow it to have at leaſt that property. 
As an incentive to the ſtudy of the Book of God, 
J have added, what | hope will prove an acceptable 
preſent to the Chriſtian reader, a Hebrew Prophe- 
cy of the Coming of our bleſſed Lord; and at the 
end I have ſelected a few paſſages of Scripture, with 
a view of obviating ſome cavellings, frequently in 
the mouths of infidels relative to the common ſal- 
vation; and which is likewiſe intended to prove 
how neceflary the ſtudy of Divine Revelation is to a 
knowledge of that Being whom we all affect to wor- 
ſhip; and how cloſely the bare peruſal of it is con- 
nected with the eternal happineſs of mankind. 


| | e 
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A PLAIN 


A PLAIN and SCRIPTURAL 
A d C OU NT, &6 


HERE is perhaps no Chriſtian duty which 
ſtands more in need of a true and clear expla- 
nation than the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper, 
and the want of it has created much uneaſineſs in 
the minds of many Chriſtians, who have hitherto 
been prevented from partaking of it, from the 
wrong and ſuperſtitious notions they have, by ſome 
means or other, entertained about it. Therefore I 
have here endeavoured to explain in as clear and in- 
telligible a manner as poſſible, from the firſt decla- 
rations of Chriſt himſelf, and his Apoltles, what 
our Saviour's intention was in inſtituting this duty; 
that every Chriſtian capable of thinking at all upon 
this ſubject, may be able immediately to fee whether 
it conveys to him the true notions of this duty left 
us by Chriſt and his Apoſtles, or not; and fo either 
receive it, or reject it, as he thall find cauſe. | 
Our blefled Saviour, the night before his cruci- 
fixion, ordained the Sacrament as a remembrance. cf 
his death: He at the ſame time gave this command 
to his difciples, viz. Do THis IN REMEMBRANCE 
OF ME; and through them to all mankind who 
ſhould believe on him, that they may remember his 
infinite goodneſs in dying; as he thereby removed 
every obſtacle to our enjoying that promiſe of eter- 
nal hfe which was givea unto him by the Father, 
before all worlds: and ſurely no Chriſtian ought to 
think it too great a hardſhip to obey the leaſt of his 
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commandments, as they uniformly conſtitute our 
greateſt privilege and happineſs; © In keeping them 
there is great reward,“ Pſal. xix. 11. 
Now no man can properly be called a Chriſtian, 
who neglects to remember Chriſt his Lord and Sa- 
viour, in the manner he himſeit has ordained, For 
whether we conſider Chriſt's reaſon for inſtituting 
this ordinance, the nature of it, the different things 
propoſed to our faith in the viſible ſymbols; or the 
practice of the primitive churches every firſt day of 
the week; we muſt be conſtrained, at the leaſt, to 
paſs the ſevereſt cenſure on thoſe who hve in a 
wilful neglect of this duty, as they muſt be con- 
ſidered as trampling upon, and contemning the com- 
mandment of our bleſſed Lord. One reaſon in- 
deed why fo many people are guilty of this neglect, 
is owing to their thoroughly miſunderſtanding the 
nature of the ordinance; and inſtead of having re- 
courſe to our Saviour's own words in the Bible for 
an explanation, they ſuffer themſelves to be miſ- 
guided and led aſtray by the falſe notions, and 
wrong interpretations of ſuperſtitious or deligning 
men. For thoſe chiefly this pamphlet is publithed ; 
and I have no doubt but a careful peruſal of the ſe- 
veral paſſages of Scripture on this ſubject, will tend 
to remove all their ſcruples. The words of the 
Holy Ghoſt are like Goliah's ſword; there are none 
like them. Can we imagine that our Saviour, whoſe 
other commands are ſo plain and eaſy, would im- 
pole a duty upon us juſt before his death, and at 
the ſame time not inſtruct his followers ſufficiently 
what that duty was to be? Certainly not; he moſt 
undoubtedly explained to his Diſciples. to whom he 
delivered this command, and through them to all 
mankind, the whole of what he intended and de- 
ſigned ſhould be underſtood by it, or implied in it; 
which meaning 1s ſummed up in theſe words, Do 
THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF Mk. Therefore, by 
obey- 
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obeying this laſt will of our Lord's, we acknowledge 
our faith in Chriſt, we confeſs him our Redeemer, 
and ourſelves his ſincere diſciples. Now, ſuppoſing 
our Saviour had not declared his mind concerning 
this command in ſo plain a manner as he has done; it 
is impoſſible that any man to whom he did not per- 
ſonally reveal his intention, ſhould make up the de- 
fect: Beſides, is ſuch a weak reaſon as ours, in com- 
pariſon of Inſinite Wiſdom, to object, and refuſe 
obeying the Lord's commands, becauſe they are 
above our imperfect comprehenſions? I am ſure we 
ſhould be very much offended with any of our fel- 
lo- creatures who were under us, if they were to 
refuſe obeying us from the ſame motives. But this 
is only a ſuppoſition; here is no myſtery, nor any 
thing difficult to be underſtood in theſe ſimple 
words, Do THIS IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME. There- 
fore all that has been added to Chriſt's inſtitution 
ſince, ought to be regarded only as the wrong in- 
terpretation, and miſtaken opinions of other people. 
Thoſe paſlages, then, in the New Teſtament, 
which relate to this duty, and they alone, ſhould bz 
our guide, both in the underſtanding and perform- 
ing it, as the only true accounts which we of later 
ages can ſafely depend upon; being written by the 
immediate followers of our Lord; who were them- 
ſclves witneſſes to the inſtitution. So the! receiving 
of the Sacrament is always to be continued by Chri- 
ſtians as the memorial or remembrance of Chriſt 
their Saviour. With regard to the frequency of 
communicating, as nothing ought to be regarded 
but divine law, I apprehend that the primitive Chri- 


ſtians celebrated the Lord's Supper upon every firſt 


day of the week, as appears from Acts xx. 7. 
This however, ought to be particularly obſerved, 


that the whole form of the inſtitution is in a igu- 8 
rative way of ſpeaking. For inſtance, When our 


Saviour took br cad he bleſſed it, and brake it, and 
; gave 
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gave it to his diſciples, ſaying, „ Take, eat, this 
is my body; and he took the cup, and when he 
had given thanks, he gave it to them, ſaying, Drink 
Fe all of it, this is my blood of the New Teſtament 
which is ſhed for many for the remiſſion of ſins. 
Tris Do IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME.” So that the 
bread and wine are not the natural body and blood 
of Chriſt, but only the memorials or remembrancers 
of his body and blood. This figurative method of 
fpeaking was not only uſed among the Jews, but 
what has been, and ſtill is common to all coun- 
tries and in all languages; and uſed without ſcruple 
by all ſpeakers, in every cafe in which the plain 
abſuraity of a literal ſenſe is ſuppoſed to make 
it impoſſible for the hearers to underſtand them lite- 
rally. To render this ſtill more conſpicuous, we 
may refer to John vi. 56. where Chriſt ſays, „Ex- 
cept ye cat the fleſh of the Son of Man, and drink 
his blood, ye have no life in you.“ And again, 
& He that eateth my fleſh, and drinketh my blood, 
dwelleth in me and | in him,“ which can mean no- 
thing: but that reception given to his words by the 
believers of the truth, in ſuch a manner as to con- 
ſtitute the life of their ſouls; as Chriſt himſelf im- 
mediately adds, © The Fleſh profiteth nothing; it is 
the Spirit that quickeneth: the words which | ſpeak 
unto you, they are ſpirit and they are life.“ See 
allo 2 Cor. m. 6: 

To remove all abſurd and ſuperſtitious notions 
from this plain inflitution, is the firſt ſtep towards 
a right and due attendance upon it, in its original 
ſimplicity» From hence we may be led to the true 
interpretation of all the expreſiions made uſe of in 
the ſeveral accounts given of it by the Apoſtles. If 
we put them all together, and conſider them as 
ſpoken by our Saviour bimſelf, the ſenſe of them 
may be thus expreſſed : © Take, and eat this bread 
Bow broken; which I call my body at this time, 

con- 
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confidered by me as actually given, broken, and 


deprived of life for your good; though not yet 
done: but I now give you this bread, and call it my 
body, in order to ſhew you; that you are to take 
and eat bread, in this manner after my death; and 
to introduce this my command to you, to break 
and eat bread, in remembrance of me, and of my 
body broken, after it ſhall be broken on the croſs, 
and after I ſhall be removed from you. In like 
manner drink ye all of this cup, that 1s, of the wine 
in it, which I now call my blood, though I have 
not yet ſhed it; in order to ſhew you, that you are 
to drink of wine in this manner, in remembrance 


of my blood, after it ſhall be ſhed for your good and 


the good and advantage of many others, whoſe ſins 
{hall be forgiven if they believe in my name. Upon 
this account I now call this cup, or wine, my blood 
of the New Covenant, as it is to be drank hereafter 
in remembrance of my blood {hed by me, in teſti- 
mony to the truth of all that I have declared as the 
will or Covenant of God: For in me all the pro- 
miſes are yea and amen to the glory of God the Fa- 
ther. And for the ſame reaſon I ityle this cup, that 
is, this wine, the New Covenant in my blood; be- 
cauſe you are hereafter thus to drink wine, in a re- 
membrance of my blood, through which, after it 
{hall be ſhed, this new Covenant between God and 
you will be confirmed as by a ſeal or teſtimony to 
the truth of it; in order to aſſure you the more un- 
doubtedly, of the remiſſion of your ſins promiſed 
in that Covenant upon your belief of the truth. 
When, therefore, you meet together, as my diſ- 
ciples, after I ſhall be taken from you, perform this 
action of breaking bread and drinking wine, in me- 
mory of my body broken and blood ſhed for you 
all, according as I have commanded you. And as 
often as you meet for this purpoſe, take care that 
you always do it as in 3 to my command, 

| | and 
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and not as of a common meal, but in a religious 
remembrance of me.“ See Matt. XXV1. 26. 27. 28. 
29. Mark xiv. 22. 23. 24. 25. Luke xxii. 19. 20. 
Acts xx. 7. 1 Cor. xi. 24. 25. 26. 27. 28. 29. 30. 

Theſe are all the paſſages in the New Teſtament 
which give us an account of the Lord's Supper: 
And ſurely one cannot imagine any inſtitution to 
be plainer, or more eaſily underſtood. Let an 
Chriſtian, of the leaſt capacity, judge, whether 
more regard ought not to be paid to our bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, in a point which depended entirely 
upon his will, and which you ſee he has delivered 
ſo clearly, than to any of thoſe people whom we 
know could not have had their inſtructions imme- 
diately from him : Or, whether it 1s not more pious, 
as well 'as more reaſonable, to believe, that our 
Lord himſelf declared his mind ſufficiently about 
his own inſtitution, to his own immediate follow- 
ers; than to imagine he left it to be declared for 
him by men who ſhould be born nine hundred, or 
above a thouſand years after the firſt inſtitution of 
this duty? 

Now it plainly appears dn theſe paſſages, chat 
the end for which our Lord ordained the Sacra- 
ment, was the remembrance of his death for us. 
That the bread was appointed to be the memorial 
or remembrance of his body, and the wine to be 
the memorial of his blood; and this to be continu- 
ed until his ſecond coming to judge the world. 
Another reaſon why many Chriſtians are prevented 
from being partakers of the Lord's Supper, is, that 
they are afraid of receiving it unworthily: Now 
this word was only made uſe of by Saint Paul, to 
the Corinthians * who actually behaved themſelves 
in a very unworthy manner during the adminiſtra- 


* St. Paul's rſt Epiſt. to the Corinthians, chap, xi. v. 18. 
19. 20. 2c. 
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tion of the Sacrament, and quite contrary to the 
deſign of the inſtitution, which is, to remember 
Chriſt our Saviour. But this is by no means 
applicable to us, unleſs we behave ourſelves as they 
did: for theſe Corinthians, inſtead of a ſerious per- 
formance of the actions of eating and drinking in 
remembrance of Chriſt's death, ate and drank in a 
very intemperate manner, ſo as to make no diffe- 
rence or diſtinction between the eating and drink- 
ing in memory of our Saviour's death, and a com- 
mon meal at their own houles; hence the Apoltle 
ſays, © What? have ye not houſes to eat and to 
5 if in?” and juſtly accuſes them of receiving the 
Sacrament in a very unworthy manner, thoroughly 
Weg s to the end of its inſtitution; not diſcern- 
ing the Lord's Body ; that is, not conſidering the 
bread as the remembrance of his body broken on the croſs: 
therefore he tells them if they behave in ſo indecent 
a manner, eating and drinking at the Lord's table 
as at a common feaſt at home, ver. 34, and not in 
memory of Chriſt, they are unworthy receivers, and 
eat and drink damnation, that is, judgment or con- 
demnation to themſelves; v. 29. as they thereby juſt- 
ly provoke God's diſpleaſure. This is intimated 
by what the Apoſtle immediately adds in the fol- 
lowing verſe; viz. © For this cauſe, many are 
weak and ſickly among you, and many ſleep.“ 
He then exhorts them all to. meet at the Lord's 
Supper in a ſerious and religious remembrance of 
Chriſt's death, and not upon any other account, 
Now, as it 1s evident the cating and drinking, or 
receiving the Sacrament unworthily, was applied 
by St. Paul to thoſe only who behaved thewſelves 
{o improperly at the Lord's table; ſo it cannot be 
applicable to any of us, unleſs we act in. the ſame 
manner. Whoſoever therefore receives the Sacra- 
ment with a ſerious frame of mind and behaviour, 
partaking of it as a ſincere diſciple of Chriſt, + UT 
B 2 the 
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the ſenſe of his own ſtrict obligations as ſuch, in co- 
memoration of his body broken, and blood ſhed for 
them; and doing the whole in remembrance of his 
Lord's dying love, certainly cannot poſſibly be ſaid 
to receive it unworthily. 

St. Paul then delires them to examine themſelves: 
Now what is here meant by this examination, as re- 
garding the Lord's Supper, is a Chriſtian's examin- 
ing his own heart and diſpoſition, in order to aſſure 
himſelf he comes to the Lord's table with no other 
intention than to remember Chriſt's death, in the 
manner he himſelf has ordained. Many honeft 
Chriſtians have miſunderſtood this; and imagined 
that St. Paul meant they were to examine the whole 
of their paſt lives, and actions, by the law of God; 
but ſelf-examination in this extent, is not a duty 
particularly neceflary to be performed before re- 
cCeiving the Lord's Supper, nor ſpoken of by St. Paul 
as neceſſary to our properly partaking of it; for 
why ſhould it be neceſſary to examine our paſt con- 
duct before we go to commemorate our Saviour's 
death, any more than when we pray to God at any 
time, or perform any other religious duty? this is 
neceſſary to be obſerved, that no Chriſtian may 
make it a pretence, for not partaking of this ordi- 
nance, that he has not examined his whole paſt 
conduct; nor on the other hand be uneaſy (as ſome 
have been) at their honeſt performance of this duty, 
in remembrance of their Lord and Maſter, without 
ſuch a particular examination. In the diſpenſing 
of this ordinance, the duty of examination ought 
to be enforced agreeably to the meaning of the 
Apoſile, as hinted above; and the exhortations and 
threatnings of St. Paul to the Corinthians ought 
then to be read, whereby Chriſtians are called on 
at that very time to examine themſelves, and to 
ſearch their hearts and diſpoſitions, whether they 
come with a ſerious and religious intention of re- 
mem- 
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membering Chriſt's death in obedience to his com- 
mand. So that ſuch a ſhort examination, juſt be- 
fore the partaking of the bread and wine, may be 
ſufficient to ſatisfy any Chriſtian, whether he is at 
that time coming to the Lord's Supper, with a 
temper and behaviour ſuitable to the deſign of the 
inſtitution, viz. to remember Chriſt's dying love, 
and that he may examine himſelf in that ſhort time, 
enough to be fully ſatisfied in this eſſential point. 
Now it is evident, that a particular ſelf- examination 
of our paſt actions, is not a duty neceſſary to be 
performed before the receiving the Sacrament, any 
more than before the performance of any other re- 
ligious duty whatever. Self- examination ſcems to 
be a diſtin& though no leſs neceſſary duty. See 
2 Cor. Xiii. 5. 

But this is not deſigned to inſinuate, nor does it 
in the leaſt imply, that Chriſtians may not, if they 
chuſe it, ſpend ſome time in religious conſide- 
ration and prayer, juſt before their coming to the 
Communion. If they have leiſure, and think it of 
more advantage to them, they may certainly in- 
dulge themſelves in the exerciſe of this duty; for, 
« whatſoever is not of faith, is fin,” Rom. xiv. 23. 
But again, I jay this ought not to be inculcated 
upon them as a preparation neceſſary to their par- 
taking of the Lord's Supper; leſt the want of ſo 
much more time ſhould either prevent their at- 
tendance upon this duty, or diſturb the minds of 
thoſe who have honeſtly, and with Chriſtian affec- 
tions, attended upon it, without ſuch a previous 
conduct. Prayer is, and always muſt be, of great 
uſe to Chriſtians. But we are not to confound 
duties; and make that peculiar to this ordinance 
which never was made pecuhar to it by Chit, 
or his Apoſtles. The duty of prayer is proper for 
every ſeaſon of our time, and every part of our 


life; and would have been equally a duty . whe- 
ther 
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ther it had pleaſed our Lord to inſtitute the Sacra- 
Ment or not. 

From the above it is plain, that cating and drink» 
ing wnworthily, in St. Paul's ſenſe, is confined to our 
having juſt conceptions of the ordinance itſelf, and 
the nature of the inſtitution; as allo, our behavi- 
our at the very time of our communicating. 

To conclude; let Chriſtians be fully ſatisſied with 
what Chriſt and his Apoſtles have taught them to 
expect trom this duty; and not think it any exal- 
tation of his inſtitution, to decorate it with in- 
ventions of their own; inſtead of honouring it 
thereby, they diſhonour it; inſtead of magnitying 
it, they debaſe it; and are in effect offering an in- 
ſult to Infinite Wiſdom. Let them not think above 
what is written of that which can receive its value 
ny from what is written; nor elteem that as a low 
diſpenſation, which is as high as it was his will to 
make it; and which, without all doubt, while it 
. conveys to us the ſtrongeſt teltiniony of his love, 
is at the fame time our greateſt privilege ; as we 
have brought to our remembrance by viſible ſym- 
bols ſuited to our bodily ſenſes, the life which our 
blefled Lord offered up for our <cternal falvation 
a life which conſiſted in the favour of God. It 
is not to this ſingle inſtance of duty that our Chri- 
ſtianity is evinced, but to the practice of our whole 
duty; for this being but one, it cannot avail with- 
out the performance of all others, without a uni- 
verial obedience to the will of God. If ye keep 
my commandments, ye ſhall abide in my love.” 
John xv. 10. | | 

1 hope from what has been ſaid, it will appear 
clear to the Chriſtian reader, that there is no myſ- 
tery, nor any thing difficult to be underſtood in 
this plain command. I have endeavoured to thew 
there is no inſtitution of our religion more ſimple, 
clear, and intelligible, than this, as delivered by 

our 
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our Saviour; and undoubtedly i it v was his intention, 
by expreſſing himſelf in ſuch plain terms, that at 
ſhould be underſtood by the meaneſt capacity, and 
conſequently attended to by all who profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians; and certainly the beſt, the only 
true preparation for this, as well as all other reli- 
gious duties, is by prayer, and the ſtudy of the holy 
Scriptures. Faith in the teſtimony of God con- 
ſtitutes a Chriſtian, and entitles to every ordinance; 
and while the ſincere foul. may be filled with doubts 
and fears, I may venture to aſhrm, that there is 
10 ordinance better calculated to remove them than 
the Lord's Supper; as it may be juſtly conſidered 
as a compendium of divine revelation ; exhibiting at 
one view—our own unworthineſs—the unmerited 
love of God—the confirmation of his promiſes 
and the hope of eternal life. 

[ have now, to the beſt of my power, repreſent- 
ed one of our Lord's inſtitutions in its original ſim- 
plicity: And if what I have done ſhall prove at all 
ſucceſsful in removing any error or ſuperſtition from 
this part of Chriſtianity, I ſhall eſteem my pains 
well beſtowed: And may God of his infinite mercy, 
grant us the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit, both in 
the underſtanding and performing this part of our 
duty, and all his Holy Will, in an acceptable man- 
ner in his moſt blefſed fight, through Jeſus Chriſt, 


his Son, our Saviour. Amen. 


* . —ĩ— oe id n 
— » * * 


A REMARKABLE PROPHECY of 
the Coming of CHRISTH, contained 
in the Names of the Patriarchs, ta- 


ken from the Fifth Chapter of the 
Book of Geneſis. 


the Holy Scriptures preſent nothing to our view 
ut what has a tendency to promote and eſtabliſh 
the happineſs of Mankind: every attempt, there- 
forc, to enforce the ſtudy of them, or that can 
render them the object of more univerſal eſteem, 
not only lays juſt claim to our attention, but is wor- 
thy of our highelt regard. Spiritual things may be 
ſcofted at by the profanc; it is the reſult of their 
1gnorance ; their carnal minds not being able either 
to reliſh or diſcern them. The rational and humble 
enquirer after truth, the Spirit of God vouchſafes 
to teach; hence the propriety of a ſeeming ſoleciſm, 
& All my words are plain to him that underſtand- 
eth, and right to him that findeth knowledge,“ 
Prov. viii. 9. | 
That the Hebrew names are compoſed of one or 
more words in that language, almoſt every one 
knows; as alſo that many individuals in the Bible 
have names ſuited either to their difpoſitions, parti- 
cular avocations, or profeſſions; hence Ezekiel, the 
Strength of God, &c.; but that the names undermen- 
tioned ſhould contain ſo very clear a prophecy of 
the coming of our bleſſed Lord, has been attended 
to by few. The Hebrew reader muſt be convinced 
upon the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, that the explanation is 
| | not 


Tf will be readily allowed by every Chriſtian, that 


E 


not forced; on the contrary, that it is the ſimple 
and genuine meaning of the ſeveral words. 


DIR ADAM, Man, or, Red Earth, 
n SET, Set, or, placed 

Wa ENO, In Miſery, or, miſerable, 

Ts CAINAN, Very lamentable, 


2879270 MAHALALEEL, The Illumination of GOD 


79? JARED, Shall deſcend, or come down 
Tn ENOCH, Diſcipling, or, teaching, 
n5winn METHUSELAE, That the Spoil of his Death 
| will bring, | 
T2 LAMECH, To the Poor, or, penitent, 
1 NOAH, Reſt, or, Conſolation. 


From the above we may obſerve, that God, ever 
intent on the happineſs of mankind, and foreſeeing 
the ignorance which was to overſpread the earth, 


meant to convey from generation to generation, 


knowledge not only of the dreadful ſtate which 
mankind are in by nature, but likewiſe of the hope 


of a glorious deliverance from ſin and death by our 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. And ſurely there is nothing 
can give us a higher view of that uncommon care 
which God exerciſed towards mankind, than the 
conſideration of its being out of the power of thou- 
{ands at that time even to mention their very genea- 
logy, without being put in remembrance of the 
gracious and merciful deſigns of God; whoſe uni- 
torm character has been, and ever will be, LOVE, 
1 John iv. 8. Heb. xii. 8. 
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SCRIPTURAL ESSAY 


ON THE 


ADVANTAGES ARISING FROM THE STUDY 
or THE SACRED WRITINGS; 


Divided into the following HEADS: 


1. Of the Diſpoſitions of Mankind. 

II. Of the Properties of the Word of 
God. 

III. Of the State Mankind are in by 


Nature. 
IV. Of the Deliverance God hath 


| propoſed to Sinners. 
V. How this Deliverance is made 

_ _ known. 

VI. Of the Natural Man not being 

capable of underſtanding the Scrip- 

. tures. 

VII. The Promiſes which God hath 
given for the underſtanding of the 


$criptures, 


VIII. Why the Scriptures are not 
more generally underſtood. 

IX. Of the Charge of the Miniſtry, 

X. Of the New Teſtament Miniſtry, 

XI. Of the Neceſſity of Regeneration. 

XII. How the Soul is regenerated. 

XIII. Of the Perfection and Efficacy 
of the Scriptures. | 

XIV. Of Faith being the Gift of God. 

XV. How Faith is attained. 

XVI. A general Exhortation to Re- 
pentanca. How Mankind are ren- 
dered inexcuſeadle in rejecting the 

Goſpel; with the dreadful Conſe» 
quences of ſuch Rejection. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


S the Scriptures contain the whole counſcl of 

God to mankind, whether we conſider the 

importance of the ſubject the authority of the 

Speaker—or the punithment annexed to our con- 

tempt of them, we muſt be convinced that nothing 

in this life can poſſibly lay a juſter claim to our 
attention and regard. | 


Notwithſtanding of this, I am well aware, that 
the ſeeming intricacy of the Sacred Oracles, added 
to the too common-received opinion of the neceſ- 
ſity there is for men of learning to expound them, 
are obſtacles not readily removed from the minds of 
thofe who are accuſtomed to think ſo from their 
youth. We ought not, however, to be ſo eaſily 
diſcouraged from that ſtudy which is attended with 
ſo many advantages; and which, while it conſti- 
tutes one of our greatelt privileges, has the bleſſing 
of the Moſt High annexed to it. There are none 
of us, I am perſuaded, were an eſtate left us by a 
relation, who would either grudge to ſpend ſome 
time in peruſing the Title-deeds and Rent-roll, or 
think of truſting the explanation of them to an 
ignorant attorney; but more eſpecially if poſe//ion 
depended upon our examining them ourſelves. 
Why then ſhould we be 1o averſe to the ſtudy of 
that Book, which is the only one we can conſult with 
ſafety on the ſubject of our eternal happineſs ? 


Upon a review of the hiſtory of every age, while 
it affords matter of equal aſtoniſhment and concern 
that a ſtudy of fo much importance as that of the 
Holy Scriptures ſhould have been ſo univerſally ne- 

BY glected, 
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glected, there is perhaps no ſtronger proof can be 
adduced in ſupport of their divine origin. The 
infinitely-wiſe Author forefaw it; he foretold it. 
When he was made fleſh, and dwelt amon us, he 
mourned over that hardneſs of heart that prevailed 
_— all ranks, whilſt he aſſigned the reaſon for 


Men love darkneſs rather than light, becauſe 
as deeds are evil.“ 5 


Even among thoſe who have experienced the 
happy conſequences ariſing from ſuch a ſtudy, the 
favourite principles of particular parties are often 


mixed with the moſt ſalutary and choiceſt truths, 


(but alas! what is the chaff to the wheat?) and be- 
come ſo interwoven with the ſeveral approved ſy- 
ſtems of ſcholaſtic divinity, as to paſs current for 
pure Scripture Doctrine. Thus, partly from the pre- 
judices of education, and the reſpectable authorit 

of pious men, doctrines often repugnant to the ſpi- 


rit of our glorious religion, are impoſed upon the 


underſtandings of thouſands who will not be pre- 
vailed on to judge and think for themſelves—thus 
at laſt, cuſtom, and an habitual train of thinking 
rivet the chains forged by error in ſuch a man- 
ner, that nothing leſs than the teaching of. the Holy 
Ghoſt is found capable. of ſetting them free from 


the bondage of human authority. 


The impediments and diſcouragements, indeed, 
which an 1nquirer after the Truth has to encoun- 


ter, are almoſt innumerable. The received opinions 


of learned men; men who are often worth 

of our higheſt eſteem the advantages they fre- 
quently enjoy over us in point both of education 
and parts their making the Scriptures their pro- 
feſſed ftudy—the danger of contracting an un- 
ſettled ſtate of mind the giving up with what is 
called orthodox doctrine the opinion entertained 


of 
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of us by our friends and acquaintances; and ſome- 
times—our worldly intereſt, are all powerful mo- 
tives againſt that freedom of enquiry in matters of 
religion which is intimately connected with the 
Happineſs of our ſouls. But what are theſe when 
contraſted with the ſolid advantages which accrue 
from a knowledge of the Truth as it is in Jefas— 
the enjoyment which is inſeparable from a confor- 
mity to his teſtimony ! Or what weight will theſe 
have, when the ſoul is devoted to Chriſt; when it 
has partook of the ſame ſpirit that dwelt in Jeſus, 
whoſe meat and drink it was, to do the will of his 
Heavenly Father ? 


Having juſt hinted at that part of mankind who 
would with to underſtand the Scriptures, I ſhall 
next take a view of that claſs who pay no regard 
to them at all; a claſs for whom this little treatiſe 
is chiefly intended; as the author conſiders them in 
a truly pitiable point of view. A moſt pathetic and 
applicable ſentence occurs to him in addreſſing them, 
which they will find in the Great Charter of the 
Liberties of Mankind. Have we not all one fa- 
ther? hath not one God created us? If I then be a 
father, faith the Lord, where is mine honour? if 1 
be a maſter, where is my fear? The ox knoweth 


his owner, and the aſs his maſter's crib, but Iſrael 


doth not know; my people doth not conſider !”? 


The line upon line, the precept upon precept, 
which the Lord in his unſpeakable condeſcenſion 
hath been pleaſed to grant us, in order that we 
might be delivered from the power of death and of 
fin, hath not only not been attended to, but is made 
the ſubject of their ſcoff and derifion. In order 
that they might, as it were, quiet their conſciences 
effectually, they have even filled their mouths with 
arguments againſt the Scriptures, and called in _ 

ion 
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Kion the juſtice of their Maker in giving them a re: 
velation, and with-holding that grace which they ſay 
is neceſſary for their underſtanding; it. Thus do 
they- — themſelves in their iniquity; white 
they will not devote 2 moment to the ſtudy of 
that very Book which they ſo ananimoutly, fo 1 ge 
norantly, and ſo wickedly condemn. How movin 

ly (and how expreſhve of his character) doth Chaitt 
complain of this diſpoſition, when he mourns over 
his rejection by the Jews, in theſe words: O Jeru- 
falem, Jeruſalem, thou that killeſt the prophets, 
and ſtoneſt them which are ſent unto thee, how 
often would I have gathered thy children together, 
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings, and ye would not!” 


| Upon the whole; that 1 might not run the riſque 
of any party's cenſure, I have put the following 
little eſſay entirely in the words of Scripture; and 

will only add as an encouragement to both believers 
and unbelievers, that that ſame Jeſus, who died for 
our fins, was raiſed from the dead for our juitifi- 
cation; and now ſits at the right hand of God, in or- 
der to give repentance unto life, to diſpenſe knowledge, 
faith, and gifts of every kind to the ignorant and 

undeſerving. It is neceſſary, however, to oblerve, 
that we are not ſuffered to ſet up our own judg- 
ment as a criterion or ſtandard by which the wiſ- 
dom of the Holy Ghoſt is to be called ia queſtion 
for, as no man knoweth the things of a man fave 


the ſpirit of a man which is in him; even ſo the 


things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of 
God, and he to whom the Spirit reveals them. We 
are- commanded to receive the Law at the mouth 
and at the feet of Jeſus; for whoſoever exalteth 
himſelf ſhall be abaſed; and he that humbleth him- 
ſelf ſhall be exalted, Luke XIV. ii.; and, God re- 
ſiſteth the — but giveth grace unto the humble, 


Jam, 


* 4 1 Ko * een e __” 
” | CS 2 — 2 — . | "EE 
5 e 1 8 Pe 
; = 


_— 


— N 
"4 "y — 
8 * * 
—— — 
—— —— — 


6 


Jam. iv. 6. This is not meant to exclude the pro- 
er exerciſe of thoſe rational faculties with which 
God hath endued us; for Chriſtianity is a rational 
religion, and founded in infinite wiſdom, and upon 
principles of the moſt unbounded benevolence and 
humanity. - If we, who are evil, know how to give 
good gifts unto. our children, how much more ſhall 
our heavenly Father give the Holy: Spirit to them 
that aſk him? Luke x1, 13. | 
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4 07 the Diſpofitions of Mankind. 


EN that are in honour, and underſtandeth 
not, are like the beaſts that periſh 4. They 
ſay unto God, depart from us; for we deſire not 
the knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, 
that we ſhould ſerve him? and what profit ſhoutd 


we have, if we pray unto him b? Thus have they 


made their hearts as an adamant ſtone, leſt they 


ſhould hear the law, and the words which the Lord 


of hoſts hath ſent unto them By His Prophets e: 
thus have they ſet their hearts upon their iniquity d; 
and the great things of the Law are accounted as a 
range ching be 


II. Of the Froperties of he N ord of Gel. 


He that refuſeth inſtruction, deſpiſeth his own 
ſoul; but he that heareth reproof, getteth under- 
ſtanding. The fear of the Lord is the inſtruction 
of wiſdom; and before honovr is humility. 7. 
Wherewithal ſhall a young man cleanſe his way? 
By taking heed thereto, according to thy word. Is 
not my word like as a fire, fath the Lord; and 
like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces g 
The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the ſbul; 
= teſtimony of the Lord 1 IS ſare, making wife the 
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1 Hoſea iv. 8. e Hal. viii. 14. Neuere Xv. 32, 33. 
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ſimple. The ſtatutes of the Lord are right, re- 
joicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord 
is pure, enlightning the eyes. The fear of the 
Lord is clean, enduring for ever; the judgments of 
the Lord are true, and righteous altogether a. 


III. Of the State Mankind are in by Nature. 


There is none righteous, no not one: there is 
none that underſtandeth, there is none that ſeek - 
eth after God. They are all gone out of the way ; 
they are together become unprofitable; there is 
none that doeth good, no not one. Their throat is 
an open ſepulchre; with their tongues they have 
uſed deceit; the poiſon of aſps is under their lips: 
whoſe mouth is full of curſing and bitterneſs. Their 
feet are ſwift to ſhed blood. Deſtruction and mi- 
fery are in their ways; and the way of peace have 


they not known: here is no fear of God before 
their eyes 6. 


IV. of the Deliverance God hath propoſed 


10 Sinners. 


But God commended his love TE" us, that 
while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us c; and 
he hath fo loved the world, that he gave bis only 
begotten Son, that whoſoever believeth on him, 
mould not periſh, but have everlaſting life: For 
God ſent not his Son into the world, to condemn 
the world; but that the world might be ſaved 
through bim d. Him hath God {et forth to be a 
propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare 
his righteouſneſs or the remiſſion of fins that are 
paſt, thro' the forbearance of God, that he might 


2 Pſal. xix. 7, 8, 9. & Rom. iii. 10—18. &e Rom. v. 8. 
John iii. 16, 17. 
be 


OPS] 


be juſt, and the Juſtifier of him that believeth in 
Jeſus a: and he is the propitiation not for our fins 
only; but alſo for the ſins of the whole world 6; 
and all that believe on his name are juſtified from all 
things, from which they could not be juſtified by 
the law of Moſes c. | 


— 


V. How this Deliverance is made known. 


But who hath known the mind of the Lord d? 
or who hath bzen his counſellor e? 


They have Moſes and the Prophets, let them 
hear them f Believe his Prophets, ſo ſhall ye 
proſper g: no prophecy of the Scripture is of any 
private interpretation; for the prophecy came not 
in old time by the will of man; but holy men of 
God ſpake as they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt h. 
We [the Apoſtles] have the mind of Chriſt i; and 
have not ſhunned to declare unto you all the 
counſel of God &; for we have received, not 
the ſpirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God ; that we might know the things which are 
freely given to us of God: which things alſo we 
ſpeak, not in the words which man's wiſdom teach- 
eth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth ; compa- 
ring ſpiritual . things with ſpiritual J. Doth not 
Wiſdom cry? and Underſtanding put forth her 
voice? Unto you, O men, I call! and my voice is 
to the ſons of men! O ye ſimple, underſtand wit- 

dom; and ye fools, be of an underſtanding heart m; 
the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wiſdom ; 
and the knowledge of the Holy is underſtanding u: 
Hear, for I will ſpeak of excellent things; and the 
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a Rom. iii. 25, 26. b f John ii. 2. e Ads xiii. 39. 
d 1 Cor. ii. 16. e Iſai. xl. 13. f Luke xvi. 29. g 2 Chron. 
xx. 20. 55 2 Pet. i. 20, 21. 1 Cor. ii. 16. & Acts xx. 27. 
{ I Cor. ii. 12, 13. n Prov. viii. I, 4, 5. # Prov, ix. 10. 
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opening of my lips ſhall be right things: for whols 
findeth me, finceth life, and ſhall obtain favour of 
the Lord: But he that finncth againſt me, wrong- 
eth his own foui: all they that hate me, love 
death a. I counſel thee. tberefore, to buy -of ME, 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeſt be rich; 
and white raiment that thou mayeſt be cloathed, 
and that the ſhame of thy nakedneſs do not ap- 
pear; and anoint thine eyes with cyc-{alve, that; 
thou mayeſt ſee 0. | 


VI. F the Natural Man mit being Capable. of 
underſtanding the Scriptures. 


But the natural man receiveth not the things of 
the Spirit of God]; for they are fooliſhneſs unto bim; ; 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are ſpiri- 
tually diſcerned "i 


VII. The Proms which God hath given far 
the widerfuanding of the Scriptures. 


Bring forth the blind people that have eyes, and 
the deat that have ears. Let all nations be gathered 
together, and let the people be aſſembled d. Hear, 
ye deaf; and look ye blind, that ye may ſee. I the 
Lord will bring the blind by a way they knew not ; 
I will lead them in paths they have not known: 1 
will make darkneſs light before them, and crooked 
things ſtraight c. The cycs of the blind ſpall be 
opened, and the cars of the deaf Hl be unitoppcd. 
Say to them that are of a fearful heart; Be ſtrong, 
fear not f I, even 1, am the Lord, and beſides 
me there is no Saviour E Spirit of the Lord 


N 


a Prov, viii. 6, 35, 36. Rev. * 4 


8, 9. „ Ifai. xlii. 18. Ilai. XXXV. 5. 4. 
Z Ilai. Xliii. 11. 


18 


( '29 } 


is upon me, becauſe he hath anointed me to preach. 


the Goſpel to the poor : he hath ſent me to heal the 
broken-hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap- 
tives, and recovering of {ſight to the blind, to ſet at 
kberty them that are bruiſed : to preach the accept- 
able year of the Lord a. If thou crieſt, therefore, 
after Knowledge, and lifteſt up thy voice for under- 
ſtanding; if thou ſeekeſt her as filver, and ſearcheſt 
for her as for hid treaſures; then ſhalt thou under- 
ſtand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God: for the Lord giveth wiſdom ; out of his 
mouth cometh knowledge and underſtanding b. 


VIII. wy the SCriptures are not more gener ally 


underſtood. 


Why then is the Viſion of all io both prieſt and 
people) — as the words of a book that is ſeal- 
ed, Which men deliver to one that is learned, ſay- 
ing, Read this, I pray thee, and he ſaith, 1 cannot, 
for it is ſealed: and the book is delivered to him 
that 1s not learned; ſaying, er- this, I pray _— 
and he ſaith, 1 am not learned ct 


BECAUSE they have removed their hearts far 
from ME, faith the. Lord, and their fear towards 
me, 1s taught by the PREcE PT of MEN; THERE- 
FORE, the wiidom of their wiſe men mall periſh ; 
and the underſlanding of their prudent men ſhall 
be hid d. 


IX. Of the Charge of the Miniſtry. 


The prieſt*s lips ſhould keep knowledge, and we 
ſhould ſeek the law at his mouth e. It he ſee the 


4 Luke iv. 18, 19. 6 li. 25 4. 5, 6. „ Iſai. xxix 1, 
12. d Iſai. xXxix. 13, 14. e Mal. it. 7 | 
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ſword come, and the people be not warned, if the 
{word come and take any perſon from among them. 
he is taken away in his iniquity ; but the blood 
will the Lord require at the watchman's hand. If 
our tranſgreſſions and our ſins be upon us, and we 
pine away in them, how ſhould we then live a? 


X. Of the New Teſtament Miniſtry. 


, Thy teachers ſhall not be removed into a corner 
any more; but thine eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers 6 : 
And I will give you paſtors according to mine heart, 
which fhall feed you with knowledge and under- 
ſtanding c. I am the good Shepherd: the good 
Shepherd giveth his life for the ſheep d. God, who 
at fundry times, and in divers manners ſpake in 
time paſt unto the Fathers, by the Prophets, hath 
in theſe laſt days ſpoken unto us by his Son; whom 
he hath appointed heir of all things e; unto whom 
all power is given in heaven and in earth /: He hath 
received gifts for men; even for the rebellious, that 
the Lord God might dwell amongſt them g; and he 
gave ſome, Apoliles; and ſome, Prophets; and ſome, 
Evangeliſts; and ſome, Paſtors and Teachers; for 
the perfecting of the ſaints; for the work of the mi- 
niltry ; for the edifying of the body of Chriſt Y; if we 
therefore, or an angel from heaven, preach any other 
goſpel, than that which we have preached unto 
you, let him be accurſed 1. Let a man ſo account 


of us [the Apoſtles] as of the miniſters of Chriſt, 


and ſtewards of the myſteries of God x. We are 
Ambaſſadors for Chrift, who hath given unto us 
the miniſtry of reconciliation, as though God did 
beſecch you by us /. We are labourers together 


a Ezck. xxxiii. 6, 10. b Iſai. Xxx. 20. c Jer. iii. 15. 
John x. 11. e Heb. i. Tt, 2. 7 Matth. xxviti. 18. g Pſal. 
viii. 18. 5 Eph. iv. 11, 12. i Gal. i. 8. 4 1 Cor. iv. 1. 
. v. 20, 18. 


with 


„ K 
with God a; who alſo hath made us able miniſters 
of the New Teſtament ; not of the Letter, but of 
the Spirit : for the Letter killeth, but the Spirit 
giveth life b. Be mindful, therefore-of the words 
which were ſpoken before by the holy Prophets, 
and of the commandment of us the Apoſtles of 
the Lord and Saviour c, who gave himſelf a ran- 
ſom for all, to be teſtified in due time; and who 
will have all men to be ſaved, and to come unto the 
knowledge of the Truth d: as it is written, Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the Gaſpel unto every 
creature 2; teaching them to obſerve all things 
whatſoever I have commanded you; and Io, I am 
with You, Ci. e. the Word of the Goſpel] alway, 
even unto the end of the world f. To whom, 
therefore, O Lord, {hall we go? thou haſt the words 


of eternal life g. Thou art the way, the truth, 
and the _ 2 


XI. Of the Neceff ity of Regeneration.” 


Except a man be born of water, (i. e. the wad) 


and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom 


of God i. No man can come unto me, except 
the Father which hath ſent me, draw him 4. No 
man knoweth the Son, but the Father; neither 
knoweth any man the Father, fave the Son, and 
he to whomioever the Son wall reveal him J. 


XII. Tr the Soul 1s ee 


Do not my words do good to him that W 
uprightly, ſaith the Lordm ? The entrance of thy 


words giveth light; it giveth underſtanding unto 


a 1 Cor. iii. 9. b 2 Cor. iii. 6. c 2 Pet. iii. 2. 4 1 Tim. 


H. 6, 4. e Mark xvi. 15. f Matt. xxviil. 20. g John vi. 68. 
John xiv. 6. #7 John ill. 5. 4 John vi. 44. / Mar. xi. 27. 


+ Micah ii. 7. 
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keep it /. 
bleſſed is the man that heareth me. watching daily 


not believed? and how fhall they 


a+ 5 


the ſimple n. Of his own will begat he us with the 
Word of Truth 6: For we our lelves alſo were ſome 
time fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts 
and plealures, living in malice and envy. hateful, and 
hating one another; but after that the kindneſs and 
love of God toward man appeared, not by works 
of righteouſneſs which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he ſaved us by the waſhing of rege- 
neration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt c: be- 
ing born again, not of "corruptible ſeed, but of in- 
corruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 


. abideth for ever d. The words that 1 ſpeak unto 


you, they are ſpirit and they are life e, LI. e. life giving] 
Bleſſed are they that hear the word of God, and 
Hear, and your ſouls ſhall live g: for 


at my gates, waiting at the poſts of my doors: who- 
{0 Gndeth me, ſindeth life, and ſhall obtain favour 
of the Lord ; who is over all, and is rich unto 
all that call upon him 1. Whoſoever therefore thall 
call viÞe the name of the On, ſhall be ſaved 4. 


XIII. of the Perfection and Efficacy 57 the 


Seri Ptures. 


have 
believe in him of 
whom they have not heard? and how ſhall they 
hear without a preacher 142 


How ſhall they call on Him in whom they 


0 * 


Have they not heard ? Yes, verily, their ſound 


went into all the earth, and their words unto'the 
ends os the world m. Faith cometh By — 


x 


'þ Prov. viii. 
*. 14. 


4 Plat cxix. I 30. b 1 18. c Titns i ili. 2, "= = 
d Peter i. 23. 0 John vi, 63. f Luke Xi. 28. g Iſa. lv. 3. 
34, 35. # Rom. x. 12. Rom. x. 13. J Rom. 

n Rom. X. 18. | 


hearing 


bb _ 
hearing by the word of God 4. He that turneth 
away his car from hearing the Law, even his prayer 
ſhall be an abomination 5. Search, therefore, the 
Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal 
life; and they are they which teſtify of me c. What 
ſaith the Scriptures? The word is nigh thee, even 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart; that is, the word 
of faith which we preach; that if thou ſhalt con- 
feſs with thy mouth the Lord Jeſus, and ſhalt be- 
lieve in thine heart that God hath raiſed him from 
the dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved : for with the heart 
man believeth unto righteouſneſs, and with the 
mouth confeſſion is made unto falvation d. All 
Scripture is given by inſpiration of God, and is pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for 
inſtruction in righteouſneſs, that the man of God 
may be perfect, throughly furniſhed unto all good 
works e. Continue thou, therefore, in the things 
Which thou haſt learned, and haſt been affured of, 
knowing of whom thou haſt learned them; and 
that from a child thou hatt known the Holy Scrip- 
tures, which are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalva- 
tion, through faith which is in Chriſt Jeſus f. 


XIV. Of Faith being the Gift of God. 


But Fa lr is the gift of God g; it is the fruit 
of the Spirit H: and without Faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe God i. 


XV. How Faith is attained. 


All things are of God : by him we live, move, 
arid have our being J. Every good and every per- 
fect gift is from above, and cometh down from the 


a Rom. x. 17. Prov. xxviii. 9. c John v. 29. d Rom. x. 
8, 9. 10. „ 4 Tink. iii 1% - F 2 Tin i 16.806 
£ Eph. ii. 8. + Gal. v. 22, # Heb. xi. 6. 4 2 Cor. v. 18. 
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( 34 ) 
Father of lights a, who never ſaid unto any of 
the ſeed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain 5. Faith 
worketh by love c. We love God, becauſe he firſt 


loved us d; and God is no reſpecter of perſons e. 
It any man, therefore, lack wiſdom, let him aſk of 


God, that giveth to all men liberally and upbraid- 


eth not, and it ſhall be given him f: for every one 
that aſketh, receiveth; and he that ſeeketh, find- 
eth; and to him that knocketh, it ſhall be opened g. 

It yeſeck the Lord thy God, thou ſhalt find him 


if thou ſeek him with all thy heart, and with all 


thy foul . Draw nigh to God, 7herefore. and he 
will draw nigh to you:: for, if ye, being evil, 
know how to give good gifts unto your children ; 


how much more ſhall your Heavenly Father give 


the Holy Spirit to them that aſk him 4? 


XVI. A general Exhortation to Repentance, 
Hab Mankind are rendered inexcuſeable in 
rejecting the Goſpel ; with the dreadful Con- 
ſequences of ſuch Rejection. 


As God, therefore, hath raiſed up his Son Jeſus, 
and ſent him to bleſs you in turning every one of 
you from his iniquities J; ſee that ye refuſe not him 
that ſpeaketh ; tor if they eſcaped not who refuſed 
him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall not we 
eſcape, if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh 
from heaven m. AS I LIVE, faith the Lord, I have 
no pleaſure in the death of the wicked: Turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways! why WILL YE 
dien? If we receive the witneſs of men, the wit- 
neſs of God is greater; for this is the witneſs of 


a James i. 17. 56 Iſai. xlv. 19. Gal. v. 6. dl 1 John 
. e Aets x. 34. James i. 5. 1 Matth. vil. 8. 
z Deut. iv. 2. : James iv. 8. & Luke xi. 13. / Acts iii. 20. 
„ Bobs Xii. 25. 7 Ezek. XXXUL II. | 

God, 


(33) 


God, which he hath teſtified of his Son—He that 
believeth on the Son of God, hath the witneſs in 
himſelf; he that beheveth not God, hath made him 
a LIAR, BECAUSE he believeth not the record that 
God gave of his Son; and this is the record that 
God hath given to us Eternal Life; and this lite is 
in his Son 4. If we believe not, yet he abideth 
faithful, he cannot deny himſelf b. 


Becauſe ſentence againſt an evil work is not exe- 
cuted ſpeedily, therefore the heart of the ſons of 
men is fully ſet in them to do evil c: The Lord, 
however, is not flack concerning his Promiſe, as 
ſome men count {lackneſs ; but is long-fuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any ſhould perith, but 
that all ſhould come to repentance d. Behold, now 
is the accepted time; now is the day of ſalvation "+ 
Seek the Lord, therefore, while he may be found, 
call ye upon him while he is near F. Believe in 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved g; and 
beware leſt that come'upon you which is ſpoken of 
in the Prophets: Behold, ye deſpiſers, and wonder, 
and periſh h. Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, 
I have ſtretched out my hand, and no man regard- 
ed; but ye have ſet at nought all my counſel, and 
would none of my reproof; I will alfo laugh at your 
calamity, I will mock. when your fear cometh ; 
when your fear cometh as deſolation, and your RY 
{traction cometh as a whirlwind ;3 when diſtreſs and 
anguiſh cometh upon you. Then ſhall they call upon 
me, but I will not anſwer ; they ſhall ſeek me early, 
but they ſhall not find me: for that they hated 
knowledge, and did not chuſe the fear of the Lord. 


a 1 John v. 9, 10, 11. 6 2 Tim. it. 13. © Ece!. viii. 11. 


d 2 Pet. iii. 19. & 2 Cor. vi. 2. F Iſai. Iv. 6. g Acts xvi. 31. 
5 Acts xiii. 40, 41. 
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They would none of my counſel; they deſpiſed all 
my reproof; therefore ſhall they eat the fruit of 
their own way, and be filled with their own de- 
vices: For the turning away of the ſimple ſhall fla 

them; and the proſperity of fools ſhall deſtro them; 
but * * 12 hearkeneth unto me ſhall dell B 
and ſhall be quiet from fear of evil a. 


4 Prov. i. 14 ver. to the end. 


THE 


UNITY of the GODHEAD J 


OR, THR 


DocrtzinEg of the THREE in ONE: 


Being a CoLLEcTion of SCRIPTURE TEXTS 
on that Subject. 
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Say I theſe Things as a Man? or ſaith not the Law the 
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| To the WoR SH [PERS of the TRUE GOD : 


Otwithſtanding the great plainneſs * ft 

uſed both by Chriſt * his Apoſtles reſpecting 
the Object of worſhip; yet it is a melancholy truth, 
that Chriſtians are far from being agreed in this 
momentous and important point. It is with this 
as with many other doctrines: the counſel of the 
Moſt High has been darkened by words without 
knowledge; and inſtead of the Word of God being 
left to determine the matter, favourite opinions have 
been ſet up times without number; and Scripture 
brought to ſupport theſe, by twiſting and torturing 
every paſſage that ſeemed to have the ſmalleſt affi- 
nity with the ſubject. Hence the doctrine of three 
Perſons in the Godhead, on the one hand; and the 
divinity of Him who made the heavens and the earth 


called in queſtion, on the other. It is not perhaps 


unworthy of notice, that ſo ſoon as controverſy 
takes place among Chriſtians, almoſt every Chriſtian- 
like diſpoſition is extinguiſhed; While at the ſame 
time every thing advanced on the ſubject i in diſ- 
pute, on either ſide of the queſtion, tends rather to 
rivet the reſpective combatants in their own opi- 
nions. 


In all the religious controverſies I 3 I do 
not remember that any one of the parties ever made 
public conceſſions, unleſs the late excellent James 
Hervey. The ſame ſpirit (not the ſpirit of the 
meek and lowly Jeſus) which commonly prevails 
during the diſpute, a ſpirit of malevolence, contra- 


diction, and inveterate rancour, while it diſplays it- 


ſelf in carping at words, and in exalting itſelf in 
point 
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point of ſeeming candour and ſuperior judgment, 
generally tends to the diſparagement of that religion 
which it is meant to advance; and, in the end gives 
occaſion to the ignorant and the enemy to reproach. 
It ſeems indeed too great a ſacrifice for human na- 
ture candidly to confeſs they are in the wrong; 
more eſpecially if it tends to depreciate their abilities 
in the eyes of thoſe, who are conſtantly taught to 
conſider them with that degree of reſpect which is 
often connected with their worldly intereſt. On 
theſe ſeveral accounts, therefore, | am apt to imagine, 
£ that it were well for Chriſtians in general, the 
5 moment they obſerve two learned champions con- 
; tending for the Truth, (but more generally for 2 

fuperiority in point of abilities) equally to diſregard 

both; and to ſtudy without partiality the Scrip- 
tures for themſelves.—From my own experience 1 
can add, that a ſingle text has often thrown more 
light on a doubtful ſubject, than whole volumes of 
the moſt learned diſputant. $7 | 


From theſe confiderations I have been induced to 
throw a few paſſages of Scripture together, in order 
that Chitſtians may have in one view, the teſtimony 
of God concerning himſelf as the Object of our Ado- 
ration. I am aware that the ſubject has been often 
agitated; but l am aware too, that the principal dif- 
ficulties concerning the di vinity of our Saviour, have 
ariſen from not paying due regard to his diſtinct cha- 
racter as the Mediator, the nan Chriſt Jeſus.—<It is 
amazing, that notwithſtanding the Father hath ſent 
his Servant to declare his Name, that that declaration 
ſhould be ſo little regarded; and that to thouſands 
who profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, it may ſtill be ſaid, 
Ye worſhip; ye know not what ye worſhip I am 
afraid that too many have ſet up a teraphim and 
ephod in their own hearts, and are gricved to read 


any 


6 
any part of Scripture that ſtrikes at the root of them. 
This is not merely ſurmiſe; I remember the time I 
ſhould have been very forry to have read a text that 


overturn'd the beautiful fabric I had reared from 
the eflence of ſyſtematic divinity. It would have 


wounded me to the heart. Strange! that we ſhould 


be ſuch enemies to our own happineſs! enemies to 
the higheſt enjoyment we can attain in this life—a 
conformity to the divine teſtimony |! 


Under the Jewiſh Diſpenſation, God, who knew 
the weakneſs and the ignorance of the human race, 
inſtituted carnal ordinances, worldly or vifible fym- 
bols, as repreſentatives of ſpiritual things, in order 
to implant in the minds of mankind laſting images 
of inviſible realities. Whatever tended to inſpire 
with the idea of exalted happineſs on earth, was 
inſtituted as a type or figure of ſomething Heavenly. 
In ſhort, the Almighty, in the whole of his revela- 
tion, condeſcended to ſuit himſelf both to the capa- 
cities and the ſituation of mankind—by uniformly 
adopting thoſe ſurrounding objects with which our 


| ſenſes were daily converſant, as a language whereby 


he could be underſtood. ' Hence Chriſt fays, If I 
have told you of earthly things, and ye believe 
not ; how thall ye believe if [ tell you of heavenly 
things? John iii. 12. 


In like manner, that Chriſtians might have ſome 


conception of that myſtery of Godlineſs, God ma- 


nifeſt in the fleſh, the Cherubim, fo particularly 
deſcribed in the firſt chapter of Ezekiel, was inſtt- 
tuted as a fit emblem of that One God, whoſe three 


| characters were ſucceſſively publiſhed in the different 


ages of the world: In the firſt age as the Father; 
in the ſecond age (viz. the miniſtry of Chriſt) as 
the Son ; ; and in the third, or preſent age, as the 

F _ 


ta 3 


Holy Spirit. The diſtinct character of Chriſt as the 
Mediator not being ſcripturally conſidered, as | 
have before hinted, but often confounded with his 
divinity, has given riſe to a thouſand cavellings, 
while the abſurdity of Three Perſons bas rendered 
the Object of our worſhip an object of ridicule. 


* Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord thy God is ONE 

Jehovah.” This ſolemn charge prefaces the Ten 
Commandments, and 1s repeatedly inforced by the 
Lawgiver, in oppoſition to that plurality of Geds 
among the ſurrounding heathen; and it is well 
worthy of the obſervation of every Chriſtian— that 
the promiſes which God had made in the character 
of the Father are already fulfilled ; Acts xm. 32, 33. 
— that the promiſes which he made as Son are 
partly fulfilled, and fulfilling; Ifai. Ixiii. 5. Heb. ix. 
26. Rom. x, 4. Hof. xi. 14.—and that the pro- 
miſes which he made as Holy Spirit will be daily 
fulfilling till the end of time. The reign of the 
man Chriſt, as Mediator, is not yet finiſhed, 1 Cor. 
Xv. 25. but the time will come, when he ſhall deli- 
ver up the kingdom, as the head of his people, to 
God, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, when 
there will be no farther occaſion for ſuch characters 
and ſuch diſtinctions; that God may be all in all. 
Hence all things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us to himſelf through Jeſus Chriſt; and hence 
the propriety of our being baptized in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as the Scrip- 
ture Doctrine of the One God z—as we thereby 
profeſs our belief of the three diſpenſations being of 
God —as we thereby give our aſſent to the whole 
of the Divine Law, and pay an act of worſhip to 
every character in which God hath appeared 2 
the toundation of the world. 


To 


( 83 


To render this glorious doctrine ſtill more ob- 
vious, Ict us attend to the language of Scripture. 
What one paſlage in the whole Bible can preſent us 
with more different characters than that of Chriſt, 
as the Eternal God, in the latter end of Pſal. cn. 
24, 25, 26, 27. ſee Heb. i. 10, 11, 12. and 
and his character as the atoning Mediator in the 
former part of the ſame Pialm, prefigured by Da- 
vid's complaints and ſufferings? He will regard 
the prayer of the deſtitute, and not deſpiſe their 
prayer: This ſhall be written for the generation to 
come; and the people which ſhall be created ſhall 
praiſe the Lord,“ &c. &c. But this is only one in- 
ſtance among thouſands which might be adduced 
as a proof of the myſtery of God manifeſt in the 
fleſh. Not to anticipate, therefore, I ſhall leave 
the reader to make his own concluſions from the 
following paſſages of Scripture; only premiſing, 
from the neceſſity of introducing the texts in an 
irregular manner, on account of the Commentary 
of the Apoſtles — that Scripture is the beſt inter- 

reter of Scripture; and that it 1s the means which 
the Holy Ghoſt makes uſe of to inſtruct his people 
in the knowledge of his will, {ee 1 Cor. ii. 13. 


1 


UNITY of the GODH EAD, &c. 


Of the Character and Re- 
velation of the Father 
as God. 


E that cometh to 
God, muit beheve 
that HE 1s. a; for with- 
out faith it is impoſſible 
to pleaſe him b. God is 
2 SPIRIT e; no man hath 
ſeen God at any timed: 
He is the bleſſed and only 


Potentate; the King of 


kings, and Lord of lords; 
wh ONLY hath immor— 
tality, dwelling in the 
light which no man can 


approach unto ; whom 


no man hath ſeen, nor 
can ſee e. The Lord is 
the true God; he is the 
living God, and an ever- 
laſting King: : he hath 
made the earth by his 
power, he hath eſtabliſh- 
ed the world by his wil- 
dom, and hath ſtretched 


out the heavens by his 


diſcretion J. 


a Heb. xi 6. 3 Heb. xi. 6. 
John iv. 24. d John i. 18. 
ns, 19. 7 Jer 
*. 1, 23+ 


Of the Character and Re- 


velation of Chriſt as 
God. 


NT O us a child 


is born, unto us a 


Son is given; and the 
government ſhall be up- 
on his ſhoulder; and 
his name ſhall be called 
Wonderful, Counſelor, 
The Mighty God, The 
Everlaſting Father: The 
Prince of Peace a. He 
is the Lord of lords, and 
King of kings c. 


And we are in him that 
is true, in his Son Jeſus 


Chriit : this is the True 


God and Eternal Life. 
Little children, keep 
yourſelves from idols 5. 


By him [ Jeſus] were 
all things created that 
are in heaven and that 


are in earth, viſible and 


inviſible d. 

a Iſa. ix. 6. 6 Rev. xvil. 
74. e 1 john v. 20, 21. 
d Col. i. 16. 


of 


q 
: 
i 


( 


Of the Charafer and Re- 
velation of the Father 


. as God. 


Thus ſaith the Lord, 
the King of Ifrael, and 
his Redeemer, the Lord 
of hoſts, I am the Firſt, 
and I am the Laſt ; be- 
ſides Me there is no 
God a. To whom then 
will ye liken me, and 
make me equal; and 
compare me, that we 
may be like ? Fam the 
Lord, that is my name, 
and my glory will I not 

ive to another c. Hear, 
O Ikrael, 
God is one Lord d. Thou 
ſhalt therefore worthip 
the Lord thy God, and 
Him only ſhalt thou 
ſerve. e Thou ſhalt know 
no God but me f. 


a Iſa. xliv. 6. 6 Iſa. xlvi. 
5. « Iſa. xlii. 8. 4 Deut. 


vi. 4. e Matth. iv. 10. F Hol, 


xiii. 4. 


was dead a. 


the Lord thy 


<p: I 


46) 


Of the Character and Re. 
velation of Chriſt a 
God. 


I am Alpha and Ome- 
ga, the Beginning and 
the Ending, ſaith the 
Lord, Which Is, which 
Was, and Is to Come, 
the ALMIGUHTVY. I am 
the Firſt, and the Laſt; 
Jam he that liveth and 
I and my 
Father are One, faith Je- 
ſus ; who being in the 
form of God, thought it 


not robbery to be equal 


with God c. All men 
are to honour the Son, 
even as they honour the 
Father d: for he that 
cometh from above, 1s 
above all e; even the Son 
of Man which IS in hea- 
ven * . Ye believe in 


God, believe alſo in me g. 
Believe me that I am in 


the Father, and the Fa- 
ther in me H. 
Of 


aRev. i. 8, 17, 18. 6 John 
x. 30. c Phil. ji. 6. 4 John 
e _—_ I. 31. f John 
Ill. 31, 13. g. John XIV. I. 
þ John xiv. ts 


+ This is a very remarkable paſſage, ind was no doubt in- 
tended by our Lord to convince Nicode mus of his omangeeience 
2s God, v»greeably to that ſcripture, 4 Do not I ll heaven and 
earth, 


( i 3 


Of the Character and Re- 
velation of the Father 
as God. 


Thou ſhalt know no 
God but mea; for 1 the 
Lord am thy Saviour 
and thy Redeemer, the 
Mighty One of Jacob 6. 
Is there a God beſides 
me? yea, there 1s no 
God, I know not any c; 
Ha mighty God and ter- 
rible d. Thou ſhalt not 
tempt the Lord your 
God, as ye tempted him 
in Maſſah e. Sanctify, 
therefore, the Lord of 
Hoſts himſelf; and let 
him be your fear, and let 
him be your dread: and 
he ſhall be for a ſanctu- 
ary: but for a ſtone of 
ſtumbling, and a rock of 
offence to both the houſes 
of llrael 7. 


4 Hoſ. xiii. 4. 6 Iſai. xlix. 
26. <c Iſai. xliv. 8. 4 Deut. 
vii. 21. e Deut. vi. 16. f lia. 
viii. 13, 14. 


earth, ſaith the Lord ?” ſee Eph. iv. 10. 
either omnipreſent, or omniſcient: 
knew what was in man:“ 
things,“ &c. &c. 


Of the Character and Ne- 


velation of Chriſt => -- 


God. 


Jo us there is but one 
God, the Father; and 


one Lord, Jeſus Chriſt, 


by whom are all things a; 
whois the Mighty God , 
and who is over all, 
God bleſſed for ever c. 


Let us not, therefore, 


tempt Chriſt, as ſome of 
them alſo tempted, and 


were deſtroyed of ſer- 


pents d: for unto you 


which believe, he is pre- 
cious; but unto them 


which be diſobedient — 


a ſtone of ſtumbling and 
a rock of offence, even 
unto them which ſtum- 
ble at the word, being 
diſobedient e; even de- 
nying the Lord that 
bought them . The 
church of God, which 
which he hath purchaſed 
with his own blood g. 


a 1 Cor. viii. 6. 6 Iſa. ix. 
6. c Rom. ix. . $ SK 
9. erPet,1i.7,8. fa Pet. 
il. 1. g Acts XX. 28. 


No creature can be 
but of Chriſt it is ſaid,“ He 


and, Lord, thou Koen all 
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Of the Character and Re- 


velation of. the Father 
as Gd. 


Thy throne, O God, 
is for ever and ever: the 
ſceptre of thy kingdom 
is a right ſceptrea. O my 
God, take me not away 
in the midſt ot my days: 
thy years are through- 
out all generations. Of 
old thou haſt laid the 
toundation of the earth; 
and the heavens are the 
work of thy hands: they 
fhail periſh, but thou 
fhalt endure; yea, all of 
them ſhall wax old hke 
2 garment; as a veſture 
Malt thou change them, 
and they ſhall be chan- 
ged : but Thou art the 
fame, and thy years ſhall 
have no end 5. I am 
the Lord, I change not; 
therefore ye ſons of Ja- 
cob are not conſumed c. 


r 4 Pal. cn. 
24, 25, 26, 27 cMal. iii. 6. 


48) 


Of the Character and Re- 
velation of Chriſt as 
God. 


But unto the Son he 
faith, Tiiy throne. O 
God, is for ever and 
ever; a ſceptre of righ- 
teouſneſs is the ſceptre of 
thy kingdom. Thou, 
Lord, in the beginning 
bait laid the foundation 
of the earth, and the hea- 
vens are the work of 
thine hands They ſhall 
periſh, but thou remain- 
eſt; and they all ſhall 
wax old as doth a gar- 
nient; and as a veſture 
ſhalt thou fold them up 
and they ſhall be chan- 
ged ; but Thou art the 
fame. and thy years ſhall 
not fail 3. Jeſus Chritt 
the ſame yeſterday, to- 
day, and for ever . * 


Of 


a Heb. . 8, 10, 11, 12. 
b Heb. xiii. 8, 


* The Reader is requeſted to examine carefully the different 
paſſages referred to, buth in the Old and New Teſtaments, as 
alſo the Context, or connection : he will then be convinced that 
what is applicd to the Oily Living, or the Se}f-exiltting IEHO- 
VAH, as the object of our adoration, is conſtantly explained by 
thoſe iatallible Teachers, the Apoſtles, to mean CHRIST; unlcts 
where he is ſpoken cf as the Mediator, the Man Chriſt Jeſus. 


The 
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Of the Character and Re. 
| welation of the Father 
as God. 


The chariots of God 
are twenty thouſand, 
even thouſands of an- 
gels; the Lord is among 
them as in Mount Sinai: 
Thou haſt aſcended on 
high, thou haſt led Cap- 
tivity captive a. 

God 1s gone up with 
a ſhout, the Lord with 
the ſound of a trum- 
pet 6. He that is our 
Gad is the God of ſalva- 
tion; and unto God the 
Lord belong the iſſues 
from death c. Confound- 
ed be all they that ſerve 
graven images; 
boaſt themſelves of idols: 
Worſhip him all ye gods. 
Zion heard and was glad, 
and the daughters of ju- 
dah rejoiced ; becauſe of 
thy judgments, O Lord: 
For thou, Lord; art high 
above all the earth; thou 
art exalted far above all 
gods d. 


a Pſalms Ixviii. 17, 19. 
b Pſal. xlvii. 5. c Pf. Ixviii. 
20, d Pſal. xcvii. 7, 8, 9. 


that 


mong us f. 


Of the Character and Re- 
velation , Chriſt as 
God. 


When he [ Chriſt] a- 
ſcended up on high, he 
led Captivity captive, and 
gave gifts unto men a 
and there 1s none other 
Name given among men 
whereby we mult be ſa- 
ved #. - 

Now that he aſcended, 
what is it but that he al- 
ſo deſcended firſt into 
the lower parts of the 
earth c? They fhall call 
his name Emanuel, Gop 
WITH us, 4, Will God 
in very deed dwell with 
men on the earth e? The 
Word was God, and be- 
came Man. and dwelt a- 
When he 
bringeth in the Firſt- be- 

otten into the world, he 
ſaith, Let all the angels 


of God worſhip him g; 


for HE is before all 


things, and by Him all 


things conſiſt þ; which in 
His times he ſhall ſhow, 


who is the blefled and 


only Potentate, King of 
kings, and Lord of lords i. 


4 Eph. iv. 8. 3 Acts iv. 12. 


c Eph. iv. 9. d Mat. 1. 23. 
e 2 Chron. vi. 18. f John i. 
1, 14. g Heb. i. 6. # Cok 


11 Tim. vi. 15. 


of 


1 


( 


Of the Character and Re- 
velation of the Father 
- as God. 


Rejoice 1 O 
daughter of Zion, be- 
bald thy King 3 
unto thee; he is Juit and 
kaving ſalvation; lowly, 
and riding upon an als, 
and upon a colt, the toal 
of an aſs a. 


Our God ſhall come, 
and ſhall not keep fi- 
lence : a fire ſhall devour 


before him, and it ſhall 


be very tempeſtuous 
round about him 5. The 
Lord whom ye ſeek ſhall 
ſuddenly come to his 
temple; even the Meſ- 
ſenger of the Covenant, 
whom ye delight in: 
But who may abide the 
day of his coming? and 
who {ſhall ſtand when he 
appeareth ? for he is like 
a rehiner's fire, and like 


fuller's ſoap c. 


a Zech. ix. 9. 5 Pſal. I. 3. 


50) 


Of the Character and Re- 
vc latin of Cbriſt as 
God * 


Tell ye the daughter 
of Sion, Behold thy King 
cometh unto thee, meek, 
and fitting upon an aſs, 
and a colt the foal of an 
als a. 


I am come to ſend fire 
on the earth, faith Jefus; 
and what will I, if it be 
already kindled Y? Great 
is the myſtery of godli- 
neſs, God was manifeſt 
in the fleſh c: He ſhall 
baptiſe you with the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt and with fire: 
whoſe fan is in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and ga- 
ther his Wheat into his 
garner; but he will burn 
up the chaff with un- 
quenchable fire d. I will 
bring the third part thro”. 
the fre, and will refine 
them as ſilver is refined ; 
and will try them as gold 


15 tried e. 


a Mat. xxi. 5. 5 Luke xii. 
49. 1 Timothy, iii. 16. 
d Matth. iii. II, 42. Zech. 


xili. 9. 
of 


$8 


Of the Character and Re- 
velation of the Father 
as God. 


J will come near to 
you to judgment, faith 
the Lord of hoſts 4. Be- 
hold, your God will 
come with Vengeance z 
even God with a recom- 
pence : he will come and 
ſave you. Then the eyes 
of the blind fhall be o- 
pened, and the .cars of 


the deat ſhall be unſtop- 
ped 6b. 


Do not I fill heaven... 
the ſame allo that aicend- 


and earth, ſaith the 
Lord? Can any hide 
himſelf in ſecret places, 
that I ſhall not ſee him c? 
Oh! that thon wouldeſt 
rent the heavens 
come down, that the 
mountains might tlow 


down at thy pretence d! 


a Mal. iii. 5- Iſa. xxxv. 
A, 5. & Jer. XXiil, 24. e lia. 
IXiv. 1. 


G 


and 


Of the Character and Ne- 
velation of CHI) as 
God. 


The Father judgeth 
no man ; but hath com- 
mitted all judgment un- 
to the Son a. Blefled be 
the God of Ifrael, for he 
hath viſited and redeem- 
ed his people; and hath 
raiſed up an horn of fal- 
vatian for us in the houſe 
of his ſervant David 6; 
of whom as concerning 


the fleſh, Chriſt came, 


who is God bleſſed for 
ever c; and who hath 
ſaved us from our ene- 
mies, and from the hand 
of all that hate us d. 

He that deſcended is 


ed up far above all hea- 
vens, that he might fill 
all things e: And his 
Name is called the Word 
of God /. Neither is 
there any creature that 
is not manifeſt in his 
ſight; but all things are 
5 and open unto the 
eyes of him with whom 
we have to dog. See. 
the context. 


4. John v. 22. 6 Luke i. 68, 
69. c Rom. ix. 5. d Luke). 
71. e Eph. iv. 10. 
xix. 13. g Heb. iv. 13. 


2 of 


61 


Of the Character and Re- Of the Character and Re- 


velation of the Father 
as God. 


Behold the Lord will 
come with fire, and 
with his chariots like 
2 whirlwind, to render 
his anger with fury, and 
his rebuke with flames 
of fire. For by fire, and 
by his ſword, will the 
Lord plead with all fleſha. 


Awake, O ſword, a- 
gainſt my ſhepherd, and 
againſt the man that is 
my fellow, faith the Lord 
of Hoſtsb. I will pour out 


upon the houſe of Da- 


vid, and upon the inha- 
bitants of Jeruſalem, the 
Spirit of grace and of 
ſupplication, and they 
ſhall look upon M E. 
whom they have pierc- 


ed c. 


a Iſa. Ixvi. 15, 16. 5 Zech. 
iii. 7. c Zech. xii. 10. 


velation of Chriſt as 
God. 


Hear the word of the 
Lord, ye that tremble at 
his word: Ile ſhall ap- 
pear to your joy a. The 
trial of your faith being 
much more precious than 
of gold that periſheth, 
though it be tried with 
fire 5. Behold I will 
make my words in thy 
mouth fire c. Now ye 
are clean through the 
word which I have ſpok- 
en unto you d. 


Herein we perceive the 
love of God, becauſe he 
laid down his life for us e. 
He that hath ſeen me, 
hath ſeen the Father /. 
As for our Redeemer, the 
Lord of Hoſts is his 
name, the Holy One of 
Iſrael g. I have power to 
lay down my life, and 
I have power to take it a- 
gain 5. 


4 Ia. Ixvi. 5. 6 1 Pet. i. 7. 
c Jer. v. 14. 4 John xv. 3. 
e 1 John ill. 16. F John xiv. 
9. g£ Iſai. xlvii. 4 + John 


Xx. 18. 
Of 


11 


Of the Character and Re- 


wvelation of the Father 
as God. 


And God ſaid unto 


Moſes, Thus ſhalt thou 


fay unto the children of 
Iſrael: I A M hath ſent 
me unto you a. I ap- 
peared unto Abraham, 
unto Iſaac, and unto Ja- 
cob, by the Name of God 
Almighty ; but by my 
Name JEHOVAH was 
I not known to them b. 


They ſhall be my peo- 
ple, and I will be their 
God c. 


b Exod. 
c Jer. xXXXii. 38. 


a Exod. ili. I 4. 
. . 


Of the Character and Re- 


velation of Chriſt as Z 
God. 


Verily, verily, I ſay 
unto you, Before Abra- 
ham was, I AMa. And 
this is his name whereby 
he ſhall be called JEHQ- 
VAH TSIDKEND, .. e. 
the Loxd our RiGu- 
TEOUSNESS 5. Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, 
make ſtraight in the de- 


ſert a hlighway for our 
God c. 


He that overcometh 


ſhall inherit all things, 


and I will be his God, 
and he ſhall be my fon d. 


4 John viii. 58. 5 Jerem. 
Xxiii. 6. c Iſai. xl. 3. 4 Rev, 
xxi. 7. * 


As for our Redeemer, the LORD OF HOSTS 
is his Name; the Holy One of Iſrael a. There are 
Three [not three perſons | that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy Ghoſt; and 
theſe three are One 5. Hear, O Iſrael, the Lord 
our God is one Lord c. Lo! this is our God; we 
have waited for him, and he will ſave us. 
the Lord, we have waited for him; we will be glad, 
and rejoice in his ſalvation d. HE is before all 
things; and by him all things conſiſt c; even Jeſus, 


a Iſaiah xlvii. 4. 


5 1 John v. 7. 
d lHaiah xxv. 9. 


C Deut. vi. 4. 
e Col. i. 17. 


who 


This is 


CL 09 
who hath delivered us from the wrath to come a; 
who is over all, God bleſſed for ever b. 


. — — — 


Innumerable are the paſſages of Scripture, (like 
the line upon line, and precept upon precept that 
will render maukind insexzcu table in ejecting the 
Truths of the Guipe!) v Þick might be adduced in 
proof of the Divinity of Him who purchaſed his 
Church with his own blood. To ſack as love the 
fimplicity of the Trutl; as it is in Jeſus, l appichend 
theſe already mentioned will office; and to thoſe 
who would ſtill deny the Only Lord God and our 
Saviour, Jesus CHRisT, | wouid beg leave to put 
this queſtion: What comfort, what confolation can 
an immortal ſoul deirve from that feces of Salva- 
tion which is not of God; but winch flows from 
a finite and created Being? Exalt him ever ſo much 
in idea, if Chriſt is but a mere Creature, neither 
tie Captive of the Mighty could have been taken 
away, nor the Prey of the Terrible delivered; the 
doctrine of the Atonement muſt have been unjuſt 
and unſatisfactory, and the imputation of ſuch a 
righteouſneſs imperfect and abſurd. But we have 
the righteouincls of HIM, by whom all things con- 
fift and were created—of #131 who is the Ever laſting 
Father, the Mighty God, and the Prince of Peace; 
—2 righteoufncis which is ſuited to the enor mity 
of the Firſt Tranſgrefiton. and to the univerfat de- 
pravity of Unnumbered Millions, 


Upon the whole, if we take a comparative and 
an impartial view of the torcgoing patlages of 
Scripiure, we mutt be compelied to inake the fol- 
301 ing concluſions : I hat God is the Creator of all 


4 1 Thell. i. 10, b a. is 5. 


thin gs 


{ 85” } 


things —That he 1s the Author of Eternal Salva- 
tion—That Salvation is a free and unmerited gift 
That in order to accompliſh his gracious deſigns to- 
wards us, God, as the party with whom Mankind 
were offended, aſſumed human nature, took up 2 
life by which he might become an Atonement z- or 
in the unparaleiled words of Scripture, that he 
might reconcile us unto himſelf that he might be 
the JusT God and the Saviour: And it is very 
plain, that there is nothing which relates either to 
_ infinite power, infinite wiſdom, or any other Divine 
Pertection mentioned throughout the Sacred Ora- 
cles which is not uniformly applied to Chriſt. 


The Two Natures in the perſon of the Lord Je- 
ſus, then, conſtitute that Myſtery of Godlineſs, of 
which we have ſome conception in his reſurrection 
from the dead ; and which, had he been merely a 
Creature, would have {erved no purpoſe: For had 
God raiſed him up as a Man, we might have received 
the Promiſe of the Eternat Inheritance without 
him ; and there would have been no neceility for an 
atonement at all; as God might, with the lame de- 
gree of Juſtice, have pardoned us without a ſatis- 
faction, as to have puniſhed lin in the perſon of a 
Finite Creature who had no connection with Man- 
kind, but as a partaker of the ſame nature. But 
Chriſt, as the Only True God and Eternal Lite, 
was raiſed from the dead by that Spirit of Hohaels 
which dwelt in Himſelf; and which could not be 
ſubject to any revolution of which his human na- 
ture was capable, any more than the ſoul of man 
can be affected or annihilated by the death of the 
natural body: Accordingly. he himſelf fays, that 
all mankind might know that he was the Self- exi- 
ſtent God, © I have power to lay down my lite, 
and I have power to take it again.” 


That 
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©: - That 8 was a neceſſity for the death of Chee N 
5 + 35 evident: for as in Adam all died, or became eſtran⸗ 


geit em che life that is of God, by which the pro- 


mils of the inheritance ſeemed to be fruſtated, Chriſt 
died that he might not only, as God, recover the 
== pfarped dominion from Satan, but fo that the 


gals, through him as the Mediator, might be 
fure to all the Seed. Agreeably to this, God ſays in 


the Prophecy of Haſea, I will eanfomn them from 


3af | the power of the grave; I will redeem them from 
{i death. O Death, 4 will be thy plagues; O Grave, 
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J Will be thy deſtruction:“ And in the New Teſta- 
ment, & Chriſt died and roſe again, that he might. . 
de Lord both of the dead and living.” „Through 


death he deſtroyed Him that "NOS the * of 
oy" * Nes Kc. 
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- See GO D | deſcending i in 17 bd dame, - 
FT h' Offended ſuff*ring in the Offender's name; 
All thy miſdeeds to Bim imputed fee, | 
And all His ee devolv'd on thee. 


8 For granting that we've ſnn'd, 2a. that th? offence 
Of Man is made againſt Omnipotence, 


Some price that bears proportion muſt be pay'd, 
os And xo with lafnite be 8 ppg 0 
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